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	Education Research for the ‘Post-’ World: 
Multiple Interpretations and Methodologies

The 2026 International Conference on Education Research (ICER) invites scholars, researchers, and practitioners to critically explore what it means to engage in education research in a ‘post-’ world. The prefix ‘post-’ has become pervasive across contemporary scholarship: to name a few, postmodernism, poststructuralism, posthumanism, postcapitalism, post-Marxism, post-positivism, post-qualitative inquiry, post-phenomenology, post-Asia-as-method, postcolonial theory, postdigital theory, post-truth politics, and beyond. Rather than signaling a simple transition or an ‘after,’ these terms increasingly represent contested sites of ontology, epistemology, theoretical orientations, methodological approaches, and political possibilities. 

In this moment of profound sociopolitical, technological, ecological, and epistemic struggle and transformation, ICER 2026 asks:

· What does the ‘post-’ mean and signify for education research today?
· Is it necessary or helpful to have the prefix ‘post-’?
· How do diverse ‘post-’ frameworks reconfigure our assumptions about human, knowledge, schooling, learning, and justice?
· What competing and complementary interpretations of the ‘post-’ shape our research practices, policy discourses, and pedagogical imaginaries?
· What methodological innovations or disruptions emerge when working within—or against—the ‘post-’ world?

ICER 2026 offers a space to gather these multiple trajectories—affirmative, critical, speculative, and unsettling—to rethink the place and purpose of education research amid proliferating ‘post-’ paradigms. We especially welcome contributions that do not simply apply these concepts, but critically interrogate, interpret, problematize, extend, and connect them.

Suggested Themes (not limited to):

1. Rethinking theoretical orientations in the ‘post-’ world
Submissions that explore how “post-” paradigms—across philosophy, theory, and conceptual frameworks—reshape our understandings of humans, knowledge, learning, and education. Work may engage with shifting ontologies and epistemologies, new and intersecting theories, and the ethical or political implications of “post-” thinking.
2. Methodological innovations and experiments
Research that examines how methods are being reimagined within “post-” research contexts, including post-qualitative, experimental, speculative, or creative approaches. We welcome discussions of methodological disruption, reconfigured notions of evidence and rigor, research subjectivity and positionality, and new possibilities for inquiry.
3. Educational pasts, presents, and futures as continuity and rupture 
Contributions that investigate how “post-” conditions transform educational practices, institutions, policies, and future-making. Topics may include shifting roles of learners, teachers, schooling, technologies, evolving pedagogies, and critical or speculative visions for the future of education. 

Call for Submissions
All submissions are peer-reviewed, and paper submissions are published in the conference proceedings. We invite proposals of the following kind addressing the conference themes:
· Paper presentations: Full papers should be around 4-5 pages, including research results, abstract, and references. All accepted papers are published online.
· Student poster presentations: Abstracts should be a maximum of 500 words and no less than 400 words. There will be a student poster competition.

Full submission details with templates can be found on the ICER website (http://icer.snu.ac.kr). Please note we require all paper submissions for the 2026 conference by March 31, 2026, and poster submissions by April 30, 2026. 

At least one author needs to register by May 31st to be included in the conference program.
How to submit
1. Go to the ICER page (http://icer.snu.ac.kr), then create account & log in.
2. Click “Participation” → “Paper Submission” or ”Poster Submission.”

Keynote Speakers
Gert Biesta, Maynooth University, Ireland

Sara Tolbert, Monash University, Australia

Duck-Joo Kwak, Seoul National University, South Korea
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